Philosophy 320L – Philosophy in Translation: Latin
Hobbes’ Leviathan

Fall 2023
Syllabus
Jeffrey K. McDonough
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Important Information:

Meeting: Tuesdays 1:30-2:45
Location: Emerson Hall, room 107
Professor: Jeffrey McDonough 
Email: jkmcdon@fas.harvard.edu

Course Description: 

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was one of the most influential philosophers of the early modern era. Known today primarily for his work in political philosophy, Hobbes had wide ranging interests from mathematics and physics to history and translation. This course will meet weekly to read passages in Latin from the first book of Hobbes’s masterpiece The Leviathan. It is open to undergraduates, graduates, and faculty of all reading levels. It can be audited with minimal commitment or taken as a course towards the satisfaction of the Philosophy Department’s language requirement. Please contact the instructor if you would like to be placed (with no commitment) on the course e-mail distribution list. 

Tentative Plan: 

We will plan to meet once a week to read Hobbes’ Leviathan continuously from the first chapter. We will use Noel Malcolm’s edition, Thomas Hobbes - Leviathan: 2. The English and Latin Texts (i), Critical Edition (Oxford: Clarendon Press) [ISBN13 = 978-0198709114] in the Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes. Our text is available on-line through Hollis here: Hobbes, Leviathan
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